Lesson #7 — Writing a Research Project/Rescarching Ethnic Groups of Aquidneck
Island from 1820-1880.

Subject Area: Social Studies, Reading/Language Arts, Computer and Library Class
Grade: 4/5
Time Frame: 6 class periods including outside work

Objectives: In this lesson, the students will learn how to research a given project, write a
written report and present it well orally 1o the class. The students will learn how to work
as a group and settle group disputes in a democratic way.

Standards: I, I, 111, IV, V, and X.

Materials:
¢ Many books and web sites. (See Attached List)

» Copy oflist of questions to be answered by each group in their report.
(Enclosed).

* Non-Fiction worksheet to use for organization of research. (Enclosed)

o (riteria sheet.

Learner Factors: This activity will benefit the visual, auditory, and kinesthetic learners

by the on hands participation in researching through books and the computer on the given

topic.

Motivational Activity: The teacher will introduce the project to the students. The

teacher will group the students with a mixture of abilities. The groups will be assigned an
cthnic group that immigrated to Aquidneck Island during this time period. In each group
each child will research (in and out of school) a part of the project. As a group, each child

will present his/her findings on “Immigrant Day”.

Lesson Development: Each group will receive a list of questions that they will research

and report orally to the class. The research will take place during Social Studies class,

computer class and library class. The students may have to meet as a group outside of



school. After the teacher has gone over the questions orally, each group will meet and
plan. The teacher will explain that this is the time to begin the planning stage and to
assign what parts each student will be responsible for. The teacher will explain the books
and web sites provided. The students are also required to visit their own library and take
out three books on their immigrants and bring them to school for the next class. These
books will be used in school. As a whole class the teacher will address any questions
individual students/groups may have. The teacher will reinforce with the class that each
person in each group is responsible for his/her part. The teacher will review the
homework assignment-to go to the library and take out three books on your assigned

group of immigrants. These are due the next class.

Closure: “Immigrant Day”

Follow-Up: In the next lesson, the students will learn how to research and write a

biography.

Extended Activity:
* The students could write a journal of “The Life of an (ethnic group) Child”.

* The students could produce flags of ethnic groups.

* Students could produce corn stalk people in ethnic dress. (Enclosed)

* Music teacher could teach the students songs and dances from different ethic
groups.

* The students may produce murals on ethnic group, using symbols, pictures of

famous people, etc. to show their understanding of their ethnic group.

Student Assessment: While the students are working in groups in class, the teacher will

Join the groups and assess their progress in three areas. The first is the informational and

academic area. The teacher will assess whether each student is using the materials



provided (or gotten on own) to research his/her part. The second area the teacher will be
assessing is group work — Are the students working as a group, are they sharing and
helping each other, and are they working out problems in a fair way? The third part of

assessment is the oral presentation. The students will receive a rubric (included) on their

individual oral presentation.
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NONFICTION WORKSHEET.........Name Date

Topic for this poem/piece

* Make a sketch of your topic. Carefully include important details you

abserve.

* Five things I know about this topic
1)

2)

3)

4)

5) _ : |
* Five questions I have about this topic
1) :

2)
3)

4)

5)
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Corn Husk Dells
Note: You can make dolls from fresh cornhusks straight off the cob (although these tend to shrink
as they dry). You can also buy pre-dried cornhusks (sold for making tamales) at Mexican grocery
stores and some supermarkets. When using pre-dried cornhusks, first soften them by soaking in hot
water for a few minutes and then pat them dry with a towel.

How to Make Com Husk Dolls
According to The American Girls Handy Book (1887)

“Provide yourself with the husks of several large ears of corn, and from
among them select the soft white ones which grow closest to the ear.
Place the stiff ends of two husks together, fold a long, soft husk in a
lengthwise strip, and wind it around the ends so places as in Fig. 111.

“Select the softest and widest husk you can find, fold it across the
centre and place a piece of strong thread through it (as in Fig. 112),
draw it in, tie it securely (Fig. 113), place 1t entirely over the husks you
have wound, then bring it down smoothly and tie with thread
underneath (Fig. 114); this will form the head and neck.
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The Com Han Head, Ares, and Hagy,

“To make the arms, divide the husks below the neck in two equal parts, fold together
two or more husks and insert them in the division (Fig. 115). Hold the arms in place
with one hand, while with the other you fold alternately over each shoulder several
layers of husks, allowing them to extend down the front and back. When the little
form seems plump enough, use your best husks for the topmost layers i
and wrap the waist with strong thread, tying it securely (Fig. 116).

“Next divide the legs by neatly wrapping each portion with thread,
trimming them off evenly at the feet. Finally, twist the arms once or
twice, tie, and trim them off at the hands. The features can be drawn
on the face with pen and ink, or may be formed of small thorns from
the rose- bush. Fig. 117 shows the doll complete, minus its costume,
which may be of almost any style or material . . ."
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QUESTIONS TO COMPLETE FOR RESEARCH ON AN ETHNIC GROUP

A. DESCRIBE YOUR ETHNIC GROUP'S COUNTRY OF ORIGIN:

|. GIVE THE LONGITUDE AND LATITUDE OF THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN.

2. DESCRIBE THE PHYSICAL LAND FORMS AND WHETHER THIS COUNTRY IS
COASTAL, DESERT, PLAINS, MOUNTAINOUS OR STEPPE.

3. DOES THE COUNTRY HAVE RIVERS, LAKES OR STREAMS?

4. WHAT CONTINENT IS THIS COUNTRY IN?

5. WHAT IS THE POPULATION OF THE COUNTRY?

6. WHAT ARE THE NATURAL RESOURCES ?

B. DESCRIBE THE CULTURE OF THIS COUNTRY:

- WHAT IS THE MAIN RELIGION OF THIS COUNTRY?
WHAT ARE SOME MAJOR HOLIDAYS OF THIS COUNTRY?
. DESCRIBE THE HOMES OF THESE PEOPLE?
. WHAT ARE SOME MAIN OCCUPATIONS OF THE PEOPLE OF THIS COUNTRY?
DESCRIBE THIS COUNTRY’S SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT.
WHAT IS THE ECONOMY OF THIS COUNTRY?
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C. COMPARE AND CONTRAST QUESTIONS #4, 5,AND 6 IN SECTION B WITH WHAT
THIS COUNTRY WAS LIKE AT THE TIME OF THE PEAK IMMIGRATION YEARS.
ALSO TELL WHAT COUNTRIES THESE PEOPLE IMMIGRATED TO BESIDES THE
UNITED STATES, AND WHAT DATES THEY IMMIGRATED.

D. WHY DO YOU THINK THAT PEOPLE IMMIGRATED TO THE UNITED STATES
FROM THIS COUNTRY?

E. FILL OUT A KWL CHART ON YOUR ETHNIC GROUP TO RESEARCH ANYTHING
THAT YOU WANT TO FIND OUT ABOUT YOUR ETHNIC GROUP.






Some Newport authors that children will enjoy: Robert Barry, Nalalic Savage Carlson,
Rosalys Hall, and Jay Williams.

Winler Hours: Summer Hours:

Monday: 12:30 - 9 pm Momday: Ll om -3 pm

Tuesday — Thursday #:30-9:00pm Tuesday - Thursday- 9 am - 8 pin
Fridoy - Saturday  9:30 am — 6 pm Friday & Saturday: 9am - 6pm
Sunday. | - 5 pm

www.newpartlibraryiorg
B47-8720 extension 204

Important notes:
Rel = Reference, m-library use only
PCo= Professionn] Collection

Compiled by Rowena Burke
Children's Librarian & School Linison

July 2004
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